
OCCGS Civil War Veterans Project

Veteran’s Information

Veteran’s Name:  John AVAS

Birth Date:  27 April 1843
Location:  Ostfriesland, Germany
Year of Immigration: 1845
Naturalized:  April 15, 1878, Woodford County, Illinois

Death Date:  12 June 1924
Location:  Santa Ana, California
Buried at:  Santa Ana Cemetery
Plot Location:  O-8-2-8
GPS Coordinates:  N33° 46' 05.84449" W117° 50' 22.09056" 
                              (DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location

Side Served - Union
Rank:  Private
Company:  B
Unit:  47th Infantry Regiment
State:  Illinois

Occupation: Hotel Proprietor

Family Information

Parents – 
Father:  Gaet Avas

Birth Date/Location:  Germany
Death Date/Location:  1851, Peoria County, Illinois

Mother:  Anna Rabel
Birth Date/Location:  Abt 1824, Germany
Death Date/Location:  unknown

Married Frederic Denicus
Spouse:  Ruth Brown

Birth Date / Location:  Abt. 1838, Illinois
Death Date/Location:  4 October 1880, Woodford County, Illinois
Marriage Date / Location:  9 November 1864, Peoria County, Illinois
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Spouse:  Lucy Elizabeth Moesser  (aka Lizzie)
Birth Date / Location:  10 November 1858, Utah
Death Date/Location:  2 March 1945, Orange County, California
Marriage Date / Location:  October 2, 1881, Los Angeles County, California

Children – 
Name: Winnie Avas

Birth Date / Location:  7 July 1882, California
Death Date / Location:   14 April 1892, Orange County, California

Name:  Ruth Elizabeth “Bessie” Avas
Birth Date / Location:  20 March 1884, California
Death Date / Location:  11 April 1892, Orange County, California

Name:  Frederick John Avas
Birth Date / Location:  31 July 1885, California
Death Date / Location: 18 May 1960, Orange County, California

Married Mabel R Bissett
Name:  George Jerome Avas

Birth Date / Location:  15 October 1889, California
Death Date / Location:  23 October 1955, Riverside County, California

Additional Information

John Avas was born in Germany in 1843 and came to the United States with his parents at the age of 2
years.  His parents settled first in Woodford County, Illinois and then relocated to Peoria County, Illinois 
where is father passed away.  After his father's death John's mother married Frederic Denicus of 
Tazewell County, Illinois. John remained with her until he was about 15.  At that early age he began to 
work at various farms in the area.  One of the farms he worked at was that of Asa Brown who was the 
father of his future bride Ruth Brown. 

In 1862 he joined the Union Army being discharged in 1863.  The money he had earned prior to the war
was enough to eventually purchase 240 acres of farmland in Woodford County.  He farmed and raised 
stock in Illinois for 12 years.  He lost is wife, Ruth, in 1880. He sold his property in Illinois and moved to 
California.  After his arrival in Santa Ana he made large investments and became known as the best 
financier and businessman in the county.  He married Lucy E. Moesser in 1881.  He helped build the 
Richelieu Hotel in Santa Ana and eventually became the sole proprietor.  He was elected to the first 
City Council of Santa Ana, was Mayor of Santa Ana and was the President of the Santa Ana City Board
of Trustees for 12 years. 

Member of Sedgwick Post No 17, GAR, Santa Ana, Orange County, California

John Avas residing in Washington, Tazewell County, Illinois enlisted on 4 August 1862 as a  
            Private in Co. B, 47th Illinois US Infantry.

Discharged for disability 24 February 1863. 
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1903 Orange County Directory Advertisement
 John Avas' son, Frederick, eventually became the proprietor of the hotel 
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“Avas at Farewell Dinner Tells Kid Story on Shoes”

 Record for John Avas

Santa Ana Register, Santa Ana, California, Friday, June 13, 1924, Pg 1, Col 5
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