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Veteran’s Information

Veteran’s Name:  John Charles ORD

Birth Date:  28 July 1842
Location:  Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada

Death Date:  15 January 1937
Location:  Seal Beach, Orange County, California
Buried at (Cemetery): Westminster Memorial Park
Plot Location:  32-51-1
GPS Coordinates:  N33° 45' 03.36" W117° 59' 24.48"

(DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location

Side Served: Union
Rank: Private
Company:  E
Unit:  9th Infantry
State:  Vermont

Occupation: Miner, Merchant, Postmaster, Mayor, Judge

Family Information
Parents – 

Father:  Alexander Ord
Birth Date/Location: 4 April 1804, Aberdeen, Scotland  
Death Date/Location:  20 June 1883, Brookbury, Compton, Quebec, Canada

Mother:  Ann Colliston
Birth Date/Location: 16 May 1821, Norfolk, England 
Death Date/Location:  12 October 1893, Brookbury, Compton, Quebec, Canada

Spouse:  Mary Ann White
Birth Date / Location:  24 September 1853, Irasburg, Orleans County, Vermont 
Death Date/Location:  8 December 1918, Irasburg, Orleans County, Vermont
Marriage Date / Location:  20 September 1870, Irasburg, Orleans County, Vermont

Children – 
Name:  Ernest Westley Ord

Birth Date / Location:  11 April 1880, Irasburg, Orleans County, Vermont
Death Date / Location:  15 January 1948, Boston, Massachusetts
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Spouse:  Nettie Bell Gray (Smith)
Birth Date / Location:  29 August 1863, Orleans County, Vermont 
Death Date/Location: unknown
Marriage Date / Location:  1907

Additional Information
John Charles Ord - Biographical Data

John Charles Ord was the son of Alexander Ord and Ann Colliston.  He enlisted on 17 June 
1862 at the age of 20.  He mustered in 9 July 1862 to Company E, 9th Vermont Infantry as a 
Private, and mustered out 13 June 1865.
He saw service in Winchester, Harper’s Ferry,  Virginia and North Carolina.  In 1865 he was 
attached to the Sharpshooter Brigade, and saw service in the Battle of Petersburg.  He was in 
the Grand Review at the close of the war in Richmond.   

He helped organize the Baxter Post, G.A.R., at Newport, Vermont.

John C. Ord is considered the father of Seal Beach, Orange County, California, where he 
served as a Mayor, Judge and Postmaster. 

He was at the surrender of Lee

He was the last surviving member of his regiment

Moses W. White, the father of his first wife, also served in Company E, 9th Vermont Infantry.

Photograph of tombstone for John Charles Ord, Westminster Memorial Park, Orange 
County, California taken by Charles Lewis Beal, 18 Feburary 2007. Used with the permission of 
Charles Beal.

Sources

“Pioneers in Blue and Gray”, Civil War Veterans in Orange County by Gordon Bricken, First Edition, 
The Bricken Press, Santa Ana, California, Copyright 2009

Vermont in the Civil War, 9th Vermont Infantry Company E Source: 
http://vermontcivilwar.org/units/9/company.php

Armour, Samuel, “The History of Orange County with Biographical Sketches, Historic Record 
Company, Los Angeles, California 1921, page 572, John C. Ord 

"A Resolution of City Council of Seal Beach, California, In Commemoration of the Passing Away of 
John C. Ord, The First Mayor of Said City, on January 15th, 1937" Resolution No. 317.  
http://pubrec.ci.seal-beach.ca.us/WebLink8/Videocassette?id=27628&page=1&dbid=0

Census of 1851 (Canada East, Canada West, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia). Library and Archives 
Canada, Ottawa, Canada. Library and Archives of Canada

 Bury, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada, ED No 8, Page 12 of 23, Line 41, Record for John Orde

Census of 1861 (Canada East, Canada West, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia).
Library and Archives of Canada
 Bury, Compton, Quebec, Canada, ED No 6, Page 19, Line 4, Record for John Ord

Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012



1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761 rolls. Washington, 
D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.

 Barton, Orleans County, Vermont; roll M593_1623, page 19B, Family 52, Record for John Orel 
in household of William Coliston

Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C.

 Irasburgh, Orleans County, Vermont; Roll T9_1346, Page 428A, ED: 159, Family 206, Record 
for John Ord

Special Schedules of the Eleventh Census (1890) Enumerating Union Veterans and Widows of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War; (National Archives Microfilm Publication M123, 118 rolls); Records of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Record Group 15; National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

 Irasburg, Orleans County, Vermont; Roll M123_105, Page 1, ED 159, Line 4, Record for John 
Ord

United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls.

 Los Alamitos, Orange County, California; T623_95, Page 1B, ED: 0142, Family 17, Record for 
John C Ord

Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records 
of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C.

 Westminster, Orange County, California; Roll T624_90, Page 19A, ED: 0061, Family 459, 
Record for John C Ord

Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records 
of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C

 Seal Beach, Orange County, California; Roll T625_124, Page 4B, ED: 90, Family 100, Record 
for John C Ord

United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C: 
National Archives and Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls.

 Seal Beach, Orange County, California; Roll T626_181, Page 6B, ED: 0085, Family 176, 
Record for John C Ord 

Gabriel Drouin, comp. Drouin Collection. Montreal, Quebec, Canada: Institut Généalogique Drouin. 
 Marriage record for Alexander Ord and Ann Collison

"Vermont, Vital Records, 1760-1954," index and images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XF7L-2DJ : accessed 20 Feb 2013), John Ord and Mary A. 
White, 1870.

United States, Selective Service System. Selective Service Registration Cards, World War II: Fourth 
Registration. Records of the Selective Service System, Record Group Number 147. National Archives 
and Records Administration.

 Record for Ernest Westley Ord, Suffolk County, Massachusetts

Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Death Index, 1901-1980[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013. 

 Record for Ernest W Ord

Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012



Massachusetts Grand Lodge of Masons Membership Cards 1733–1990. New England Historic 
Genealogical Society, Boston, Massachusetts 

 Record for Ernest Wesley Ord, 11 April 1880 to 15 Jan 1948, Last Residence: Cambridge

Interment.net, Cemetery records on line
 Record for Alexander Ord, Saint John Cemetery, Brookbury, Compton County, Quebec
 Record for Amy Colliston, Saint John Cemetery, Brookbury, Compton County, Quebec

Findagrave.com, searchable data base of cemeteries with tombstone inscriptions, memorials and
photographs

 Memorial 8597311, Created by Shiver, Record for John Charles Ord 
 Memorial 105960660, Created by Larry Hallstrom, Record for Mary Ann White Ord

Judge Ord Off For Encampment – Santa Ana Register, Santa Ana, California, Saturday Evening, 
August 11, 1934, Pg 7, Col 5

Obituary John C Ord – The San Bernardino Daily Sun, San Bernardino, California, Sunday, January 17,
1937, Pg 5, Col 2

Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012


	Census of 1861 (Canada East, Canada West, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia). Library and Archives of Canada
	Findagrave.com, searchable data base of cemeteries with tombstone inscriptions, memorials and
	photographs

