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Veteran's Information

Veteran's Name:  Robert C. WHITSON

Birth Date:  September 1848
Location:  Pennsylvania

Death Date:  8 November 1902
Location:  Orange, Orange County, California

           Buried at (Cemetery): Santa Ana Cemetery
Plot Location:  Masonic Y (23, 2, 9)
GPS Coordinates: N33° 46' 10.76317" W117° 50' 24.97075" 

(DMS) Datum: NAD83. Coordinates are +/- 1.00 feet of the grave location. 

Side Served: Union
Rank: Private
Company: I
Unit: 46th Infantry Regiment
State: Iowa

Occupation:  Farmer, Carpenter

Family Information

Parents – 
Father:  James H. Whitson

Birth Date/Location:  23 March 1813, Maryland
Death Date/Location:  28 November 1854, Tipton, Cedar County, Iowa

Mother:  Catharine J. Piatt
Birth Date/Location: 8 December 1818, Pennsylvania

            Death Date/Location:  14 January 1886, Orange County, California
Second husband Manna C Stearns

Spouse:  Mary M. Swartzlender
Birth Date/Location:  3 March 1851, Iowa
Death Date/Location:  11 February 1940, Orange County, California     
Marriage Date/Location:  17 June 1869, Cedar County, Iowa

Children – 
Name:  Donald D. Whitson

Birth Date/Location: August 1870, Iowa
Death Date/Location:  Unknown

Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012Orange County California Genealogical Society - Civil War Veterans Project - OCCGS.com © 2012



Name:  Le Roy L. Whitson, DDS 
Birth Date/Location:  19 April 1872, Iowa

       Death Date/Location:  4 July 1944, Orange County, California     
Name:  Guy W. Whitson

Birth Date/Location: abt. 1874, Iowa
       Death Date/Location:  7 January 1898, Abilene, Kansas
Name:  Rueben Loss Whitson

Birth Date/Location: 18 March 1876, Iowa
       Death Date/Location:  15 July 1937, Orange County, California
Name:  Walter Verne Whitson

Birth Date/Location: 18 July 1879, Iowa
Death Date/Location:  11 December 1935, Orange County, California

Name:  Martha Jacoba Whitson
Birth Date/Location:  22 June 1881, Iowa

       Death Date/Location:  20 March 1980, Orange County, California     
Name:  Robert Arthur Whitson

Birth Date/Location: 27 June 1889, California     
       Death Date/Location:  19 April 1978, San Diego County, California         
Name:  Elmer B. Whitson

Birth Date/Location: 25 May 1894, Kansas
       Death Date/Location:  28 June 1967, Orange County, California   
Name:  Kate Magee – adopted daughter

Birth Date/Location:  abt 1863, Pennyslvania
       Death Date/Location: unknown  
 

Additional Information   

Member of Sedgwick Post No 17, GAR

Enlisted 28 May 1864, mustered in 10 June 1864, mustered out 23 September 1864 at Davenport. 
Iowa.

Photograph of  headstone for Robert C Whitson, Santa Ana Cemetery, Orange County, California 
taken by Charles Lewis Beal, 3/5/2007.  Used with the permission of Charles Beal.

Sources

“Pioneers in Blue and Gray”, Civil War Veterans in Orange County by Gordon Bricken, First 
Edition, The Bricken Press, Santa Ana, California, Copyright 2009

Orange County California Genealogy Society Quarterly Journal, XVIII, #2, June 1981 – Roll of 
Honor for the Sedgwick Post No 17 GAR.

National Archives and Records Administration. Civil War Pension Index: General Index to 
Pension Files, 1861-1934 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 
2000

 Record for Robert C Whitson
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Iowa Adjutant General Office, Volume I thru VI, Roster and Record of Iowa Troops in the 
Rebellion, 1861 to 1866, Published by Guy E. Logan; E.H. English, State Printer, E.D. Chassell,
State Binder, Des Moines 1908-1911 searchable on-line, http://iagenweb.org/civilwar/

IAGenweb Project, Cedar County, Iowa 1869 Marriages, 
http://iagenweb.org/cedar/marriage/1869mar.htm 

 Record for Robert C. Whitson and Mary Swartziender

World War I Selective Service System Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918. Washington, D.C.: 
National Archives and Records Administration. M1509, 4,582 rolls 

 Record for Walter Verne Whitson, Orange County, California
 Record for Reuben Loss Whitson, Los Angeles County, California
 Record for Robert Arthur Whitson, Los Angeles County, California

Seventh Census of the United States, 1850; (National Archives Microfilm Publication M432, 
1009 rolls); Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29; National Archives, 
Washington, D.C.

 Washington, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania; Roll M432_795, Page 403B,  Family 412, 
Record for Robert C Whitson

 
Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication T9, 1,454 rolls). Records
of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C.

 Center, Cedar County, Iowa; Roll T9_331, Page 116D, ED: 350, Family 254, Record for 
Robert C. Whitson

 Tipton, Cedar County, Iowa; Roll M653_314, Page 7, Record for Mary Swartzlander

United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls

 Center, Cedar County, Iowa; Roll T623_422, Page 23B, ED: 0024, Family 529, Record 
for Robert C. Whitson

Findagrave.com, searchable database of cemeteries with tombstone inscriptions, memorials 
and photographs

 Memorial 8722173, Created by Shiver, Record for Robert C Whitson
 Memorial 104903462, Created by macso, Record for LeRoy L Whitson
 Memorial 104903508, Created by macso, Record for Walter Verne Whitson
 Memorial 104903468, Created by macso, Record for Martha Whitson
 Memorial 50172118, Created by Sandy Anfinson, Record for James H Whitson
 Memorial 50172076, Created by Sandy Anfinson, Record for Catherine J Piatt Whitson 

Stearns

“1890 The Great Register of Orange County”, State of California, Compiled by Orange County 
California Genealogical Society, Orange, CA 92668, 1996

 Whitson, Robert C, 41, Pennsylvania, Carpenter, living in Santa Ana

California, Death Index, 1905-1939. California Department of Health and Welfare. California 
Vital Records 

 Record for  Walter V Whitson
 Record for Rueben L. Whitson

US Sons of the American Revolution Membership Applications, 1889 – 1970, Volume: 152; 
SAR Membership Number: 30231. 

 Record for Catherine Piatt and Spouse James Whitson
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State of California. California Death Index, 1940-1997. Sacramento, CA, USA: State of 
California Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics. 

 Record for Mary Whitson, Mother's Maiden Name: Dale, Father's: Swartzlender
 Record for Le Roy Whitson, Mother's Maiden Name: Swartzlender
 Record for  Martha Jacoba Whitson, Mother's Maiden Name: Schwartzlender
 Record for  Robert A Whitson
 Record for Elmer B Whitson, Mother's Maiden Name: Swartzle

“Died Stearns”, The Tipton Advertiser, Tipton, Iowa. Thursday Jan 28, 1886, Page 2, Column 5  
 Death notice for Catharine Whitson Stearns who passed away at the home of Robert C 

Whitson her son in Santa Ana, California.

Obituary for Walter Vern Whitson, Santa Ana Register, Santa Ana, California, Thursday 
Evening, December 12, 1935, Pg 3, Col 1

Death Notice, Guy W Whitson, Los Angeles Herald, Los Angeles, California, January 11, 1898, 
Pg 9, Col 4
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