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Veteran's Information

Veteran's Name: William Thornton GLASSELL

Birth Date: 15 January 1831
Location: Culpeper County, Virginia

Death Date: 28 January 1876
Location: City of Orange, in then Los Angeles County, California
Buried at: Cremated

Service: Confederacy
Rank: CAPT
Company: Confederate Navy
Ship: CSS David
State: Virginia

Occupation:

Family Information

Parents —
Father: Andrew Glassell
Birth Date/Location: 15 May 1793
Death Date/Location: November 1873, California
Mother: Susan Thompson Thornton
Birth Date/Location: 1804
Death Date/Location: 1836

Spouse: None

Additional Information

Record of William T Glassell’'s service in the United States Navy up to the start of the
Civil War.
e Midshipman, 15 March 1848
Passed Midshipman, 15 June 1854
Master, 15 September 1855
Lieutenant, 16 September 1855
Dismissed, 6 December 1861



He was a midshipman in the United States Navy in 1848 and promoted to Lieutenant in
1855. When the Civil War began Glassell would not swear to an additional oath of
allegiance required of all Southerners. He was imprisoned at Fort Warren. The
Confederacy commissioned him a Lieutenant and arranged for his release. He was
assigned to the CSS Chicora of the Charleston Squadron. He also served on CSS
North Carolina. Glassell is known for taking part in the use of torpedo boats for the
Confederate Navy against the US blockade. In 1863, he crewed the small torpedo boat
CSS David and attacked the USN New Ironsides. The damage to the New Ironsides laid
her up until the end of 1864, a blow to the Union Navy. After the attack Glassell was
captured along with some of his crew and again found himself imprisoned at Fort
Warren. Glassell was part of a prisoner exchange in 1865 and eventually made his way
to Richmond, Virginia to command the ironclad Fredericksburg in the James River
Squadron.

Glassell moved to Los Angeles California in 1866 and joined his brother Andrew in
business.

William T Glassell’s sister, Susan Thornton Glassell, married George Smith Patton.
Their grandson was General George S Patton.

William T Glassell’s father, Andrew, was a veteran of the War of 1812. He served with
Capt. Joseph Brock’s Virginia Militia from July 30, 1814 to Jan 25, 1815.
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