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ANAHEIM CEMETERY

When Anaheim was settled by a German colony in 1859, there were only two
other cemeteries in the area: Yorba Cemetery and Mission San Juan Capistrano.
These were supported by the early Spanish settlers and contained mostly
Catholic burials. Until the Anaheim Cemetery was acquired, it was not uncommon
for someone to be buried in an empty lot or for a body to be shipped to Los
Angeles or San Francisco for interment.

The Anaheim Cemetery had its first burial in 1867, that of an infant child
of August and Petra Ontiveros Langenberger. Six of the seven original trustees
of the Cemetery Association, all gentlemen born in Germany who were business
leaders in the community, were buried there also.

Originally the cemetery contained five acres, but in 1893 fifteen more
acres were purchased, and the boundaries have changed little since then. The
site is at 1400 East Sycamore Street and bounded by East Street and State College
Boulevard. Responsibility for administration of the cemetery today belongs to
the Orange County Cemetery District No. 2 and the Orange County Board of Super-
visors.

A cemetery is a history of people. It is a place to honor our dead and
to make the memory of their lives a permanent record. Historians and descendants
can learn much from cemetery records and tombstones.

The records in this volume are taken from the original Anaheim Cemetery
books, handwritten, and now on microfilm in the Anaheim Public Library at 500
West Broadway, Anaheim. . Some of them record not only the name and vital
statistics of the deceased but also the person's color, marital status, place .
of birth, occupation and cause of death. The burial records in the Anaheim -
Cemetery tell us much about early Anaheim, its people and the times in which
they lived.

We are indebted to the members of the Orange County California Genealogical
Society for their efforts in reproducing this useful information and in reminding
us of a part of our California history.

0live W. FitzGerald, 0.C.C.G.S.

Records read and copied by Geraldine Fowler and Kathleen Trevera.

Records indexed by Geraldine Fowler and Betty Pointer.

Records compiled by Betty Pointer, Lineage Research Chairman, 0.C.C.G.S.
and Dorothy Hall, President, 0.C.C.G.S.

Published 1983 by the Orange County California Genealogical Society
P.0. Box 1587, Orange, CA 92668
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